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Denver Creates “Citizens Academy” to Train
Citizens on Transit-Oriented Development

To “Create an Army of Advocates for Walkable, Pedestrian-Friendly Multimodal Communities"

The Denver Transit Alliance has created a
Citizens Academy to help educate Denver
residents about the relationship between
transportation, development, and healthy
living and to promote individual advocacy
in addressing community concerns of this
nature. Its mission is to train Denver resi-
dents to become more actively involved
with these issues at the grassroots level.
According to Kathleen Osher, Executive
Director of the Transit Alliance, “the Citi-
zens Academy will seek to engineer a re-
orientation of the mindsets, patterns and
status-quos that have long dominated our
approach to developing our communities
and delivering and creating our healthy
and livable communities.”

The Denver Transit Alliance, which
will oversee the Academy, is a non-profit
organization made up of a coalition of
business leaders, elected officials, envi-
ronmental and other public interest organi-

Position:

zations working toward a common goal of
thoughtful and economically sound transit
investments. The aim of the Alliance is to
enhance the economic vitality, quality of
life, and environment of the region through
a “balanced, multi-modal transportation
network.”

The Citizens Academy is unique in that
it seeks to highlight the relationship be-
tween transportation, community develop-
ment, and quality of life issues such as
health and physical activity by educating
members of the community at large. Each
session will involve 20-30 people attend-
ing a variety of classes over a period of
about seven weeks. The curriculum is de-
signed to be flexible and interactive. Par-
ticipants will be coached on ways to get in-
volved and to develop an “individual
action plan” to get them started.

“Our academy will unite people at the
cross sections of public health, public pol-

Transportation Engineer/Modeler

The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission is seeking a qualified entry- to
mid-level engineer/modeler to perform a variety of traffic and other transportation
studies, including freeway and arterial analysis. development impact studies, travel de-
mand forecasting, and congestion management.

This position will work independently or as part of a team with moderate supervi-
sion to support transportation department initiatives. Regional transportation demand
modeling experience is required. Familiarity with Citilabs software is a plus. Principles
of traffic engineering and forecasting knowledge are desired. Intermediate proficiency
with spreadsheets. databases, and word processors is required. Effective
communication and presentation skills are a must.

An advanced degree in Civil or Transportation Engineering is preferred. City, Re-
gional or Urban Planning, Transportation, Geography or Economics degrees with ap-
propriate experience will also be considered. A BS/BA in these or similar related disci-
plines combined with at least two years appropriate experience is acceptable. See web
site for additional details.

Salary commensurate with education and experience. Excellent benefit package.
MORPC is an EEO/AAP employer. For immediate consideration, please submit re-
sume and salary history by fax to 614-228-3765 Attn: T-2-06; by e-mail to
dmurphy@morpe.org; or by mail to MORPC, 285 E. Main Street, Columbus, OH
43215. www.morpc.org No agency calls.

icy, and community development. creat-
ing leaders who understand the relation-
ship between investments we make today
and our communities’ development,
prosperity and health,” said Osher.

Transit Alliance has been educating
Metro Denver citizens about the useful-
ness of a balanced transportation system
foralmost nine years. The “FasTrack” ini-
tiative, which is Metro Denver's 12-year
infrastructure plan to improve mobility
throughout the region. was a catalyst for
the Academy. “FasTrack™ encompasses a
network of 119 miles of light rail and
commuter rail as well as rapid bus transit
throughout the region.

The Academy is currently exploring a
variety of funding sources such as grant
awards from both state and national foun-
dations to local sources such as the Cham-
ber of Commerce, RTD, DRCOG, area
realtors, and home builders.

For more information, contact
Kathleen Osher, tel. (303) 919-4334, or
visit www.transitalliance.org.
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