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Citizens’ Academy – 2007-03
Reshaping Metro Denver: The Legacy of Transit Oriented Development
Metro Denver Transit Oriented Development

CATEGORY:  Environment

GROUP MEMBERS:  
	
Feature
	Benefits, Goals, Measures of Success

	“Greenspace”  - Trees, median landscaping, naturalized drainage
	Reduced heating – fewer heat islands – reduced CO2

Reduced run-off, higher infiltration, improved water quality

Re-connection with natural environment

Pedestrian safety – real and perceived, improved mental health

	Transit


	Reduced congestion, air pollution and global warming

Increased utilitarian physical activity

Lower chronic disease (bronchitis, asthma, heart disease, improved mental health)

Measures – increased ridership, walking, bicycling, reduced auto use

	Density
	Less sprawl, less need for infrastructure/induced infrastructure costs, less dependence for auto.

Benefits – air quality, cost savings

Measures – less auto traffic, more localized bus, mental health benefit

	Pedestrian Amenities / Streetscape
	Wider sidewalks, narrower streets/lanes, curbside parking

Amenities – eyes on the streets, window awnings, human scale (signage, facades on street, artwork, benches, bike racks, kiosks

Benefits – more walking  (same benefits as greenscape and transit)


	Design (broad definition of physical environment)
	Use of renewable materials, durable materials, emphasis on quality over quantity, bringing buildings to street, better (more economic) use land, monumental detailing, human scale, art in public places, reduction in solid waste (disposal and transportation), green/sustainable building, avoid toxic building materials

Measures – reduced landfill use, reduced energy use

	Interconnected / Multimodal
	Eliminate need for car to reach transit

	Use and Range of Services
	Live, work, shop, play within neighborhood without transit

	Urban Design Standards
	Encourages pedestrian traffic

	Stricter Green Standards in Design & Operation
	Water reuse, lower utility use = lower cost, lower carbon footprint

	Shared Parking
	Encourages car-sharing programs


GUIDING PRINCIPLE:  

