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Features and Benefits of Transit and TOD
Citizens’ Academy 2009-02
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

QUESTIONS:  1) What are the features and associated benefits of transit and TOD? 2) What are the key concepts or phrases you would use to help neighbors and friends embrace transit, TOD and FasTracks?
TABLE #:  1
Round Robin Features List



Benefits List
Priority #1:  Compact density



Efficiency of infrastructure

Priority # 2:  Walkability




Health Benefit

Priority #3:  Mixed-use development


Access/economics
Higher density development



Sense of community; redevelop suburbia
Compact development




Reduce sprawl
Node development




Village development

Space to socialize




Social capital/cohesion

Change land use




Preservation of open space

Concentration of population



Improved amenities

Transit choice





Increased mobility

Complete streets




Efficiencies/transit options

Reduce congestion




Improve air quality

KEY CONCEPTS AND PHRASES

· European-style living environment

· Invest in future generations

· Save mother earth

· Avoid congestion and improve air quality, breathe easier.

· Makes Denver more competitive.

TABLE #:  2
Round Robin Features List



Benefits List
Priority # 1:  Walkability



You can walk to shopping/public health
Priority #2:  Choice in mobility
Choice is good, decrease auto use & reduce congestion
Priority #3:  Create sound development partnerships
Help to bridge dialogue btwn public/private sector
Regional Access




Breaks down distance and segregation
Forces interaction between classes


Increases community

Encourages sustainable development


Place to live, work, play

Promotes less auto dependence



Decreases congestion and pollution

Compact development




Promotes health

Housing choices




Affordable housing opportunities

Provides structure for incoming residents


Good partnerships haven’t existed
KEY CONCEPTS AND PHRASES

· Multi-modal choice gets people off MY highway.

· Transit makes it easier to live, work and play.

· Lowers commuting stress.

· Allows time to read or spend quality time with family.

· TOD isn’t for everyone – it provides a new choice.

TABLE #:  3
Round Robin Features List



Benefits List
Priority # 1:  Transit Options



Economic diversity

Priority #2:  Ecological features



Ecological

Priority #3: Wide spectrum of age groups


Better sense of community sector

Easy road access to station



Traffic flows smoothly
Mixed use amenities




Forces density and character

Less auto use





Reduced carbon footprint

Sidewalks





Healthier lifestyle

More people out and about



Safer community

Transit Options





Life options

Identifiable individual communities


Design of place

Ability for lower income groups to transit options

Better lifestyle

KEY CONCEPTS AND PHRASES

· Have a few and stay out of jail.

· Options of travel

· Trains look cool

· Who enjoys high auto insurance

TABLE #:  4
Round Robin Features List



Benefits List
Priority # 1:  Mixed use
Affordable housing, reduce pollution, quality of life, variety of commercial
Priority #2:  More transit options


Frequent schedule, convenience, time mgmt.
Priority #3: Sense of place
Creates a destination, appealing appearance, community building
More transit





Options and choice, not paying for parking
Less single occupancy vehicles



Reduction of pollution

Captive audience




Increase in revenue

Appealing appearance of TOD



Increase in property values

Faster commuting time




Quality of life goes up

Creates a destination




Long term sustainability

Affordable housing




Social justice (equity of access)

TABLE #:  5
Round Robin Features List



Benefits List
Priority # 1:  Not SOV oriented



Increased services

Priority #2:  Education up front needed
Character of TOD will evolve
More public investment

Better designed
Connected

More public space

Not pre-existing development

Accessible to all

Convenient place for access

Fertile ground for small businesses

Redevelopment opportunity

Safety in numbers

Gives designers opp to enhance design

Location will draw people

Multi-use

People healthy, environment healthy

Transit brings a wide variety of people

Part of social structure

Dense housing near transit

Provides opportunity for people to rethink travel

Dense

Serves graying and browning communities

KEY CONCEPTS AND PHRASES
· Choice for all means better options for each of us.
· It’s a fun way to get around in other cities (Chicago, DC, New York).  People put it on their list of things to do, so why wouldn’t we want that here.

· You can spend your money or invest your money.  This is an investment for future growth, development and opportunities.

· Take the train.

TABLE #:  6
Round Robin Features List



Benefits List
Priority # 1:  No need/less need for cars

Greater disposable income

Priority #2:  Reorganizes/creates public space/art
Bringing people together in community, safety/diversity

Priority #3: Health aspect



Healthy living – bike and walk

Mixed use





Becomes destination

Near transit/convenient




Reduce car emissions/pollution

Mixed demographic




Diversity in people living as neighbors

Investment opportunities
Stability economically and longer growth and sustainability

Latest planning
Advanced/best practices in human interaction

Public art
Beauty, standard of living, quality of life

Pedestrian/cycling
Alternative to cars and promotes healthy living

Social justice
Affordable housing

Economic
Personal and community

KEY CONCEPTS AND PHRASES
· Don’t need a car to get around.  More money in the bank.  

· Boost community and raise property values.

· Creates a new community, brings people together for fun and art.

· It’s healthier – walk and bike!

· It’s close – easier to commute or go to a Broncos game or downtown.

TABLE #:  7
Round Robin Features List



Benefits List
Priority # 1:  Quality of Life (Q)
Priority #2:  Transportation Options (T)
Priority #3:  Environmental benefits (E)
Priority #4:  Financial Benefits ($)
High density





Less sprawl (E)
Less autos on street




Less road congestion (T)

Less asphalt





Lower maintenance and cleaner air ($, E)

Stress free commute




Lower blood pressure (Q)

Lots of stations





Options for moving around the region (T)

Making new friends




Making new friends (Q)

Managed development




Less sprawl (E)

Mixed use development




Less travel (T)

Focus on being a “place”, parking pushed out
More comfortable where there are shops and residences (Q, $)

Can absorb growth with less expansion
Lower marginal cost of growth ($)

Less car use
Save costs and expansion ($)

Not having to drive
More personal time (Q)

Pedestrian friendly
Health, community and exercise (Q)

KEY CONCEPTS AND PHRASES
· Transit is the best way to get to the Rockies, Arts and Broncos – and cheaper, faster and you can drink more!  Let RTD be your designated driver.

· How do we want growth to happen?  Develop your favorite open space or redevelop industrial brown-fields?

· People prefer concentrations of density as opposed to corridor sprawl.

· Transit and TOD support economic development, both around the station and more broadly, and gives a cushion to property values.

· Transit and TOD allows economic development to be disbursed so people don’t have to commute so far and can access nearby employment centers.

· Let light rail lessen your load.
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