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TOD Features and Benefits

SOCIAL Features and Benefits

Feature: Gathering Space
Benefit:  Human scale contact/interaction; exchange of ideas; sense of purpose.
Feature: Density-Driven Development
Benefit:  Human scale; street presence; interaction; connectivity; design appreciation; aesthetic enjoyment.
Feature: Sidewalks
Benefit:  Human scaled; public safety; connectivity; interaction; public health promotion; sense of accomplishment.
Feature: Transit Options
Benefit:  Ability to make personal transportation options; empowerment; interaction. 

Feature: Mixed Use
Benefit:  Empowerment to make personal choices; access to amenities; livability; order and balance.
Feature: Retail Locations
Benefit:  One stop shopping; promotes independent businesses; sense of community.
Feature: Benches, Grassy Areas, Congregational Area
Benefit:  Social networking; promotes a “village” sense; break down of social barriers.
Feature: Rest/Food Locations
Benefit: Social interaction; safety; provide jobs; influx of people; area becomes a destination.
Feature: Civic Buildings (Library, Event Location, etc.)
Benefit:  Break down of social barriers; convenient, advances culture; unites a community.
Feature: Activity - Informal
Benefit:  Entertainment; reason to come back; makes a TOD a destination; stimulates interaction among residents.
ECONOMIC Features and Benefits

Feature: Higher Density
Benefit:  Better resource efficiency; lower cost to city to provide services; mixed housing:  some “affordable”, some luxury; vertical zoning is legal; retailers/business get higher traffic - which equates to more money.
Feature: Transit
Benefit:  Don’t NEED a car; lower transportation costs; low pay scale workers can afford to commute to work (accessible community).
Feature: More Governmental Involvement
Benefit:  Less risk for developers; developers have a vested right (to build what zoning says); “use by right”; less chaos/sprawl.
Feature: Successful Urban Center
Benefit:  Positive feedback from successful retail/entertainment/service districts; legacy – sense of place; less traffic.  

Feature: Station/Stop
Benefit:  Bring people = money; guarantee – it is fixed – security in investment; encourages development; enables personal affordable options and proximity options; housing in outskirts – or in affordable range; work where job is.
Feature: Retail
Benefit:  Increases tax base; opportunity for local enterprises (both to support local and to save money by not driving; people draw; 24 hour vibrancy (breakfast, lunch and dinner); raise desirability of area – increase property values.
Feature: Integrated Access to Existing
Benefit:  Ease of access equals more use; local revenue up from local use.
Feature: Bikes/multimodal
Benefit:  Facilitate flexibility by integrating train/bus/auto/bike/car-share, etc. to enhance all modes; win-win-win; more choices; free up car money for other uses (personal and public).
Feature: Mixed-use buildings. 

Benefit:  24-hour uses – use more local goods and services; diversify economic centers; decentralize and specialize can make people oriented places.
Feature: Common Areas (parks, plaza, fountain)
Benefit:  Developer pays; property value goes up.
Feature: Retail Store Fronts
Benefit:  Higher commuter traffic; diversity. 

Feature: Mixed-Use Development
Benefit:  Community building; keeps consumers interested.
Feature: Special Events
Benefit:  Drive new consumers to area; provide opportunities for local store owners; sense of belonging (sustainability); community revenue generator.
Feature: Connectivity 

Benefit:  Ability to move around, get to other TODs; move through communities and be connected to communities.
ENVIRONMENTAL Features and Benefits

Feature: Less Asphalt
Benefit:  Less heat absorption; more attractive; less chemical residue.
Feature: Bike/Pedestrian Ways
Benefit:  Improved air quality; less noise; less exhaust; less oil slides.
Feature: Street Trees & Plants
Benefit:  Absorbs carbon monoxide; provides shade; prevents erosion.
Feature: Mixed Use Development
Benefit:  Limits use of resources; conserves land.
Feature: Water Features
Benefit:  Cooling effect; potential drainage use; wildlife attraction; landscape attraction. 

Feature: Community Center
Benefit:  Limits travel (less VMT); promotes walk/bike (cleaner); potential landscape area; opportunity for open space; gives natural wild life and plant life a place to thrive and a place where people can be with nature.
Feature: Plantings
Benefit:  Aromatic; drought tolerant uses less water; xeriscape aesthetic; native; edible!
Feature: Bike Rack
Benefit:  Designed (design matters); promote alternative transportation; less parking required; lower emission; improved health.
Feature: Solar Collectors
Benefit:  Shading; provide cheap (free?) energy; convert energy to lighting for safety; feel good factor – educates.
Feature: Farmers Market
Benefit: Grown locally, reduced transport; more sustainable use of farm land. 

Feature: Recycled Materials
Benefit:  Park benches out of 360 plastic containers; recycled rubber for paving; help with wayfinding; art in public places.
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