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Transit Alliance Citizens’ Academy 2008-01

February 6 – March 19, 2008
Week 6:  Mock Public Briefing
Transit Alliance will create a mock public hearing as part of the sixth week of the Citizens’ Academy.  Academy participants will be assigned specific roles during week two of the Academy and asked to research this perspective and ask related questions during all presentations in weeks two through five.  These roles will be the basis for your involvement in the public involvement exercise during week six. 

Site: Alameda Station area in Denver, CO

The appeal of this site includes challenges such as a river, railroad tracks, a state highway, interstate highway, lack of integration with surrounding neighborhoods, existing big-box retail, multiple land owners and business operators.  Opportunities for the site include one large landowner, established surrounding neighborhoods, retail and no current residential and existing station with Light Rail frequency of about every 2-4 minutes.

Elected Officials:

1. Dominique Cook - Elected official – emphasis on being fiscally conservative
2. Gia Irlando - Elected official – represents local neighborhoods and/or district
3. Sarah Buhr – Elected official - interest in affordable housing

4. Casey Jones – Elected official – bike/ped advocate

5. Kyle Tate – Elected official – supports integrated transit network (bus, rail, etc.)
City Staff: 

6. Karen Hancock - City staff – planning department

7. Valerie Kerns - City staff – public works department

8. John-Paul Maxfield - City staff – economic development

9. Lisa Pine – City Staff – public information officer

Neighborhood Interests:

10. Neal Paul - Neighbor that lives next to the project – supports the project because of the increase property values that the project will bring; not involved in the RNO

11. Libby Kaiser - Neighbor that lives next to the project – concerned about traffic and parking impacts because of the new residences; involved in the RNO

12. Marilyn Cross – Neighbor that lives next to the project – concerned about “through” traffic and parking; not involved in the RNO

13. Arlo Braun – Neighbor that lives next to the project – knows nothing about this project and feels that nothing was done to inform citizens

14. David Murphree - Neighbor that lives next to the project – didn’t know until now that this project was proposed; disenfranchised and does not believe the RNO represents the whole neighborhood

15. Matt Wittern - Neighbor that lives near the project – opposes affordable units because of “those people,” potential increases in crime, graffiti and safety

16. Matthew Duncan – Neighbor that lives near the project – opposes transit because of the kinds of people that buses and trains attract – not supportive of the project

Special Interests:

17. Thomas Slabe - Environmentalist – interested in in-fill projects that prevent sprawl and embraces Transit-oriented development as the answer to meet population growth

18. Thom Rounds - Environmentalist – concerned about impacts to the adjacent river

19. Amanda Boscoe – Environmentalist – concerned about project sustainability

20. Steve Forbes- Parks and open space advocate – interested in public spaces and their role in the overall project; how will the connectivity for bike paths and other parks create new opportunities for recreation

21. Teresa St. Peter - Family and child-friendly advocate – what amenities will the project offer to meet the needs of families and children

22. Cory Everett - Affordable Housing advocate – what aspects of the project will offer choices to workforce housing 

23. Kevin Douglas – Affordable housing advocate – wants to make sure that affordable units are a part of any re-development around the station

24. David Griggs – Bike and pedestrian advocate – concerned about access to station, bike parking at station, and use of bikes on trains

25. Zafer Sonmez - Senior Advocate – what amenities will be available for aging populations or empty-nesters.  Will the project be ADA compliant?

26. William Gross – Transit Access Advocate – what amenities will be available for those with disabilities Will the project be ADA compliant?

Private and Public Sector Interests:

27. David Paul - Property owner in project area – sees opportunity to sell property 

28. Judith Mitchell - Property owner and business operator in project area – family owned business for 30 years and unwilling to sell or move 

29. Ken Ross - Property owner in project area – absent and just learning about project for first time

30. Bill James - Master developer expressing interest in project

31. John Weiland - Builder or vertical developer expressing interest in project

32. Rachel Hultin - Local business owner/operator – not in favor and no plans to relocate

33. Kenn Hardin - RTD – rail operations and land owner

34. Rodger Hara - Developer specializing in workforce and/or affordable housing. 

