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TRANSIT ALLIANCE




ACTion 2009 Committee

Wednesday, December 17, 2008

9:00 AM – 10:30 AM

Parsons Brinckerhoff
555 17th Street

NOTES
In attendance:  Rebecca Cales – Transportation Solutions, Cady Dawson – Transit Alliance, Michael Leccese – ULI Colorado, Jason Longsdorf – PB/Transit Alliance, Jerilynn Martinez, CHFA, Kathleen Osher – Transit Alliance, Robin Kniech  – FRESC, George Thorn – Mile High Development, Kathy Wegner - Downtown Denver Partnership, Mayor Bob Murphy – City of Lakewood, Angie Ham – CASTA, Alana Smart – Housing Colorado, Tim Baldwin --  URS Corporation, Bruce Likoff – Holme, Roberts & Owens, Melinda Pollack – Enterprise, Karen Lado – Enterprise, Wes Parham – Colorado Association of REALTORS, Kip Cheroutes – MGA Communications, Jill Locantore – DRCOG, Roger Sherman – CRL Associates
I. Welcome and Introductions – Michael Leccese
Co-chair Jason Longsdorf welcomed all in attendance.  All present introduced themselves and their organizations.

II. RTD Legislative Update

Jenifer Brandeberry, RTD Lobbyist provided an update on RTD’s legislative agenda and spoke generally about the anticipated legislative session.  Ms. Brandeberry noted that there is not much know yet about the upcoming session.  She highlighted the following:

· She has heard rumors of a repeat bill similar to HB 1278 on eminent domain.  

· RTD is working with the Governor’s office on opportunities for transportation funding through the Blue Ribbon Panel effort.

· RTD is going to be very focused on Washington, DC lobby efforts in 2009

· RTD will maintain a low key role at the State Capitol

· Noted that the consensus is that challenges exist with FasTracks, but she has not been directed by the RTD Board to seek legislative approval for a ballot initiative to increase RTD funding

Ms. Brandeberry returned to the issue of eminent domain and noted that her recent meeting with Senator White allowed her to find out that he is not looking at sponsoring any legislation in 2009.  However, a broader bill on eminent domain (beyond just RTD powers) is rumored and Senator Brophy and Representative Gardner are rumored to support and may sponsor such a bill.  The details are still unclear.

Co-chair Leccese asked Jenifer if we need a press strategy to thwart this effort and she suggested that the group consider a response to the emotional side of the issue and the Colorado Property Rights Coalition.  She suggested that the ACTion 2009 Committee work to provide fact to counter the fiction and emotion that is often center stage on the issue of eminent domain.

ACTION ITEM:  Ms. Brandeberry offered to help ACTion 2009 set up a presentation to the joint Transportation Committee during the 2009 Session.  She also suggested meeting individually with all the members of both Transportation Committees.  Ms. Brandeberry has sent a memo with our request to the Chairs of both Committees.  Transit Alliance staff is working with Jenifer to secure this presentation and individual meetings as of January 5, 2009.

This presentation and meetings will use the key messages developed and approved by the committee in July.  Members of ACTion 2009 are also encouraged to highlight these key messages during other visits and any legislative events such as the Day under the Dome for Housing Colorado in March or the Realtor Day at the Capitol in February.

III. Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel 
Carla Perez, Senior Transportation Advisor to Governor Ritter presented strategies for transportation funding at the state and national levels.  Ms. Perez highlighted the work of the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Transportation Finance & Implementation over the last 18 months.   The Panel’s efforts for the 2008 session included very specific measures to reach their recommended additional $1.5 billion annual investment in transportation and they heard a lot of feedback from Members that these were too specific and legislators would like the chance to craft and negotiate any proposals.  So as they prepare for 2009, the Panel is still recommending $1.5 billion but has allowed for greater legislative involvement in the types of implementation strategies.
Carla focused on the transit funding for the benefit of our group and highlighted the legislation that will be sponsored by Senator Williams and Representative Levy to create a Division of Transit so that a structure exists for the state to receive and distribute transit funds.  

Lastly, she spent some time talking about the current federal discussion about a stimulus package for transportation infrastructure investment.  The Governor worked with CDOT to develop a list of ready-to-go projects that include roadway, aviation and transit projects and total $1.4 billion. This emphasis on a federal stimulus package has created a desire to wait and see at the State legislature.  There is also sensitivity to the current economic climate here in the state.  These combined have prompted the Governor to reject the notion of wait and see and push the legislature to show that we are thinking about federal, state and local funding solutions to solve our transportation infrastructure needs.
The Governor is working on an Omnibus Bill that will be three parts.  The first part is designed to look at the early action items that may include fees or other actions that may not require a vote of the general public.  The second part would be more of a mid-term solution and focus on public private partnerships and tolling.  This mid-term solution would address the options and mechanisms that the State needs to allow for more P3 solutions in the State.  It would also address the need to have revenues from tolling support other investments in transit, bike and pedestrian programs.  The third and long term piece of this bill would address the overwhelming interest in moving forward on a Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) program through a pilot or series of pilot programs.  Again it is thought that this revenue would be eligible for transit, bike and pedestrian investments.

Related to the national stimulus package, Ms. Perez shared some other rumors that are floating in Washington, DC about how this process will shape up and how Colorado will rank.  There are current rumors that special consideration may be given to states that are suffering the worst in this recession.  Colorado is doing better than many states and that could reduce how much stimulus money the state will receive.  Another rumor is that states that are looking at ways to add state and local funding or looking at VMT pilot programs may be given preferential treatment.  So the latter may help in Colorado’s bid for the greatest share of stimulus money and why the Governor is pushing for action at the state level.

IV. Policy Booklet  Mailed to Colorado General Assembly
Kathleen Osher distributed the Transit Alliance Policy Booklet – “Meeting the Challenge of Energy Independence – The Role of Bus & Rail Transit.” Again, special thanks are due to DMJM Harris/AECOM for their sponsorship of this booklet.  A copy of the brochure and cover letter introducing the ACTion 2009 committee were mailed to every member of the Colorado General Assembly on December 5, 2008.
Highlights of the Brochure:

· Energy Independence

· Transit & TOD are part of the solution

· Benefits of Transit

· Highlights of Statewide Transit

· Spotlight on Metro Denver

· Decision regarding land use & TOD need to rest with local municipalities

· A copy of the brochure is available at: http://www.transitalliance.org/ACTion2009/Papers.htm
V. Other Updates
Robin Kniech highlighted recent research done by FRESC and Enterprise on affordable housing initiatives of transit agencies around the nation.  They have a presentation highlighting best practices and are happy to make available to the greater group.  They would like to get feedback from the private sector and developers.
Kip Cheroutes suggested that Transit Alliance reach out to the Colorado Congressional Delegation (federal elected officials) and look at having the staff attend future ACTion 2009 committee meetings.

NEXT ACT COMMITTEE MEETING:  January 21, 9:00 AM  – 10:30 AM, Parsons Brinckerhoff
