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TRANSIT ALLIANCE




ACTion 2009 Committee

Tuesday, November 18, 2008

9:00 AM – 10:30 AM

Parsons Brinckerhoff
555 17th Street

NOTES
In attendance: Gideon Berger – City & County of Denver, Rebecca Cales – Transportation Solutions, Cady Dawson – Transit Alliance, Gary Desmond – AR7 Architects, Sherry Ellebract – RTD, Jerry Jaramillo – Consilience, Michael Leccese – ULI Colorado, Jason Longsdorf – PB/Transit Alliance, Councilwoman Carla Madison – City & County of Denver, Jerilynn Martinez, CHFA, Kathleen Osher – Transit Alliance, Aylene Quale - Downtown Denver Partnership, Phuonglan Nguyen – FRESC, Bill Sirois – RTD, George Thorn – Mile High Development, Kathy Wegner - Downtown Denver Partnership, Councilwoman Patricia Braden – City of Lone Tree, Dan Grunig – Bicycle Colorado, Mayor Bob Murphy – City of Lakewood, Elena Wilken – CASTA, Jack Stoakes – Boulder Chamber, Kirsten Vermulen – Housing Colorado, Larry Donovan – Consilience, Bill Elfenbein – RTD Board
I. Welcome and Introductions – Michael Leccese
Co-chair Michael Leccese (ULI – Colorado Executive Director) noted the reorganization of ACT under the Transit Alliance umbrella and welcomed all in attendance.  All present introduced themselves and their organizations.

II. RTD Update

RTD General Manager Cal Marsella opened his comments with recognition of the importance of Transit Alliance’s Citizens’ Academy.  Three new members of the RTD Board of Directors are graduates of the program and as a result are up-to-speed on many of the challenges facing RTD and the FasTracks program.  He provided an overview of the current status of FasTracks including the public outreach completed in September/October.  A full copy of the presentation is available at: http://www.transitalliance.org/ACTion2009/Meetings.htm.
Mr. Marsella emphasized that support for FasTracks continues and he is optimistic that the region will be able to work together towards a solution for the funding gap caused by rising construction costs and stagnant or declining sales tax revenue.  The Metro Mayors Caucus have convened a Task Force (Kathleen Osher of Transit Alliance is also serving as a member) to provide feedback and recommendations to the RTD Board of Directors.  This task force is working towards a recommendation for late February and the RTD Board is scheduled to make a decision on the direction of FasTracks in March.
Michael Leccese asked Mr. Marsella if the ACTion 2009 Committee can be helpful.  Mr. Marsella focused on the possibility of RTD going to the ballot in 2009 and the need for the support of ACTion 2009 and Transit Alliance.  

George Thorn noted the desire of ACTion 2009 to change RTD’s enabling legislation to include residential uses.  Mr. Marsella responded that first RTD would like to remove the legislative approval needed to go the ballot.  He said that RTD (with their elected Board) should be treated like a school board and be able to directly ask their constituents about an funding increase without having to seek legislative approval to do so.  Directly to Mr. Thorn’s question, Cal responded that the state should not limit the flexibility of local communities to make decisions about land use around transit stations.

Councilwoman Patricia Braden asked about the declining prices of construction materials such as steel or copper and their effect on the FasTracks budget.  Mr. Marsella noted that they are seeing prices fall, but they are also seeing sales tax revenue decline.  This combination means that there is still a funding gap to deliver the original program in 2017.

Elena Wilken asked about the status of FastConnects – RTD’s expanded bus service.  Mr. Marsella noted that RTD bus service is growing at the promised 1% annually, but the majority of growth is in the Access-A-Ride program.

III. NEW - Policy Booklet

Kathleen Osher introduced the Transit Alliance Policy Booklet – “Meeting the Challenge of Energy Independence – The Role of Bus & Rail Transit.” She noted that special thanks are due to DMJM Harris/AECOM for their sponsorship of this booklet.  ACTion 2009 will work with the outreach subcommittee to determine distribution strategies to key stakeholders.  

Highlights of the Brochure:

· Energy Independence

· Transit & TOD are part of the solution

· Benefits of Transit

· Highlights of Statewide Transit

· Spotlight on Metro Denver

· Decision regarding land use & TOD need to rest with local municipalities

· A copy of the brochure is available at: http://www.transitalliance.org/ACTion2009/Papers.htm
IV. 2009 Legislature

There was some group discussion about eminent domain.  The general feeling of the group is that the issue will be part of some legislative proposal in 2009 and that we will need to be ready to mobilize to thwart any efforts that preclude the legacy of FasTracks.

The group also discussed the status of the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Transportation Finance & Implementation.

V. Next Steps
ACTION ITEMS:

· Invite New Legislative Leadership to next ACTion 2009 meeting

i. Need to have both metro area and other parts of the state as well as both sides of the aisle

· Invite Carla Perez, Governor’s Office to next ACTion 2009 meeting

· Have a roundtable discussion about legislative proposals for 2009

· Launch Website with ACTion 2009 Information – 
· NEW WEBSITE NOW LIVE: http://www.transitalliance.org/NewPages/ACT.htm
NEXT ACT COMMITTEE MEETING:  December 17, 9:00 AM  – 10:30 AM, Parsons Brinckerhoff
